
 

Morning Worship 

24th Sunday after Pentecost 

November 19, 2017, 10:30 a.m. 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

As the Prelude begins, we invite you into a period of quiet reflection  
as we gather as a community and prepare our hearts to worship God. 

PRELUDE Now Thank We All Our God Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877-1933) 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl 

  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you.    

MOMENT FOR MISSION – ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET Hicks and Ullman Families 

INTROIT We Praise Thee, O God Joseph Barnby 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  Rebecca Guzman 

One:  God calls out, “Come and enter my joy!” 
Many:  We gather in thankfulness this day, as beloved servants of God.  
One:  God calls out, “Come, stay awake and be alert!” 
Many:  We gather in expectation this day, as children of God’s light and love. 
One:  God calls out, “Come and share in my hope!”  
All:  We gather in faith this day to worship our God. 

* HYMN  Come, Ye Thankful People, Come No. 551 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Rebecca Guzman 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)   

Lord of light, you have given us great gifts to be used in your world, that we may be 
children of light and not darkness. You have given us these gifts because you trust 
us to use them well, and because you will be with us in all our doings. But we 
disappoint you when we belittle the value of our gifts and when we become so 
fearful of failing that we cease to believe that we are capable of helping in this 
world. Lord, forgive us. Help us to trust in the gifts you have given to us and to trust 
in your guidance in practicing them. Give us the strength to live into our 
belovedness as your children, that we may serve you with purpose and courage. 
(silence) 

 Leader:  Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
 redeemer.  Amen. 

Please silence all communication devices in the Sanctuary.   
*Please stand as you are able.  



ASSURANCE OF PARDON  Rebecca Guzman 

* RESPONSE OF PRAISE   Gloria Patri No. 567 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
 beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. Amen. Amen. 

LISTENING 

We listen for the word of God through song, Scripture, and preaching. 

ANTHEM Lord, Listen to Your Children  Ken Medema/J. Schrader 

“Lord, send your Spirit to this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying. 

Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 
Something’s gonna happen like the world has never known, 

when the people of the Lord get down to pray; 
a door’s gonna swing open and the walls come a-tumbling down, 

when the people of the Lord get down to pray.” 

Youth Choir 
Harrison Case, Xander Case, Maggie Collins, Maddie Dellinger, 

Sarah Graham, Brooke Hicks, Zoe Rossouw; Caroline Sinclair, substitute 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP   Rebecca Guzman 

As the children ages four years through third grade gather and recess to the Chapel for 
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to join in singing: 

What does the Lord require of you?  What does the Lord require of you? 
To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.  

Congregation:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
Children:  And also with you. 

What does the Lord require of you?  What does the Lord require of you? 
To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with your God. 

The children will return to join their families at the Doxology. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT 

   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Pew Bible p. 205 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

SERMON Encouragement Dr. Brown 

RESPONDING 

We respond to the hearing of God’s word through affirmation, offering, prayers. 

* HYMN  My Lord!  What a Morning  No. 449 



* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   The Apostles’ Creed 
Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended 
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.” Amen. 

OFFERTORY What Shall I Render to the Lord?  Peter Tiefenbach 

“ . . . for all his benefits to me? 
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and 
will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now 
in the presence of all his people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.” 

Chancel Choir 

 * DOXOLOGY  No. 592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)   Dr. Brown 

 O Lord, you hold time in your hands, so help us to use our days to serve you, 
offering ourselves to the work of generosity, encouragement, and mercy to the glory 
of Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 * HYMN  Let All Things Now Living No. 554 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Dr. Brown 

 



* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, I can feel his mighty power and his 

grace. I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face. Surely the 
presence of the Lord is in this place.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE The Forests Are at Rest  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 

 Worship Notes 
Leading Worship this Morning   
 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 
 Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry 
 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 
 Audrey McConnell, Director of Music 

Please sign the Friendship Register as it is passed.  To update contact information in our 
database, contact smpcoffice@smpchome.org.   

MOBILE GIVING:  As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may give via credit 
card from your mobile device at www.SMPChome.org/GiveOnline. 

The Session of South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church will meet today at 11:45 a.m. in the 
Chapel to receive new members.  If you have interest in membership, please speak to one of 
the pastors following today’s service.  

The flowers in the Sanctuary are offered to the glory of God by Patti Kelly and in loving 
memory of her father James Kelly. 

Worship Teams  
 Deacons/Elders: Joyce Highsmith, Charlie Metzler, Gary Rawls, Amy Zagora 
 Ushers: Tim Morgan, Head Usher; Judy Jones, Debbie McConnell, Janet Morgan,  
 Tanya & Chris Rossouw 
 A/V:  Kari Case 

Hospitality Teams 
 Connection Center Host:  Donna Podgorny 
 Coffee Grounds Hosts:  Jerry Hawver, Sue & Ed Slezycki 

Note to Parents:  We offer childcare for infants through kindergarten in their Sunday school 
classrooms each Sunday during the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service. Additional information or 
questions contact  

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation, Rebecca@smpchome.org. 
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